The Case of Trent’s Death

We hear fiom Tremon, That twe N weie loft
Week imprifon'd on the following Om?o':.u "Tis faid
that they were about to perfwade another Negroe 10 poi-
fon his zmu; and to mm Mf:‘r o'f.:be otf:;\c
Drug which the that purpofe, and

kcu‘:ity of givin’ m him know that Mr, Trem

two of his Sons, Elv.l.nbn and two of his Wives, and
fundry other Perfons were remov'd by their Slaves in that
Manner. This Difcourfe being overheard, they were ap-
prehended, and 'tis faid have made fome Confelfion, Bur
0 the Perfons abovemention'd died sppurently of come
mon Diftempers, it is not fully credited that any fuch
Method was ufed to deftroy them, The Drugs found on

one_of the Negroes, were Arfenick and an kind
of Roar.




On Friday, the 25% of this instant,
William Trent Esq. Chief Justice of the
Province of New Jersey departed this
life (being seized with a fit of
apoplexy) at his house in Trenton. He

was one that was universally beloved,

and is as much lamented.

The Boston Gazette — January 11-18, 1725



Was William Trent Poisoned?




What Really Happened?




What Was the Evidence?




Artist: William Jackson




Does the Evidence Support Their
Claim that Trent Was Poisoned?




Why Were the Men Executed?




What Law Justified the Execution?

...every Negro, Indian, or Mulatto Slave, who
shall murder or conspire, or attempt the Death
of any of his Majesty's Liege People in this
Colony. ..and be thereof convicted, by
Confession or Verdict, in the Supreme Court,
Court of Oyer and Terminer and General Goal
Delivery, or Court of General Quarter Sessions
of the Peace, of the County wherein the Fact
shall be committed, shall suffer Death without

Benefit of Cleryy. ..




Why Were Such Punishments
Considered Necessary?




How Did Fear of Resistance Co-Exist
with Trust?
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