Archaeology at the
Trent House

The mission of the Trent House is to share the
authentic history of the house, property, and people
with our communities, connecting the past with
today and tomorrow.

The William Trent House stands on land that was
home to Indigenous peoples for thousands of years
before European arrival. We acknowledge the
Lenni-Lenape’s historic and ongoing connection
with their homeland. We seek to honor their
heritage and acknowledge their contemporary
experience.

Beginning in the mid-1990s, archaeologists have
found artifacts on Trent House grounds dating
from 3,000 BCE through the 19th century. Some of
these artifacts are displayed in the Visitor Center.

Artifacts from the Trent House and other
excavations in Trenton are currently in the exhibit,
“History Beneath Our Feet: Archaeology of a
Capital City,” in the New Jersey State Museum,
located at 205 West State Street in Trenton.

Making Stone Tools:
A Dangerous Craft
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Flintknapping

Ancient people made every tool they needed for all
their daily activities, from hunting to canoe building.
The craft of tool making was passed down from older

masters to the next generation. Innovations were
introduced, and if successful, were continued.

What is flintknapping?
Flintknapping is the process of shaping a tool out of
stone with another stone by removing chips or flakes.
This is accomplished by three processes - Pecking
and grinding, chipping and flaking and pressure
flaking.

Flintknapping is a highly skilled practice that can be
dangerous. Modern flintknappers have reported that
they often sustain injuries while making tools--most
to the fingers, hands, legs and eyes. An injury today
can be healed with modern medical techniques and
supplies, but ancient people had to be very skilled to
avoid getting hurt.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

GEOLOGIC MAFP OF NEW JERSEY

SEDIMENTARY ROCKS
CENOZOIC

Holocena: beach and estuaring
deposits
| Tertiary: sand, sit, clay

MESQZOIC
Cretaceous: sand, sif, clay

- Jurassic: siltstone, shale, sandstane,
canglomerate

- Triassic: sitstone, shale, sandstone,
conglomerate

PALEQZOIC
- Devonian: conglomerales, sandsfone,
shaie, limestone
- Silurian: conglovmerate, sandsfone,
shale, limestane
_. Orrdavician: shale, limestone

[ _ Cambrian: limestons, sandstone

IGNEOUS AND METAMORPHIC ROCKS
MESOZOIC

- Jurassic: basalt
Jurassic: diabase
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Sources of Stone Pecking and Grinding

for TO Ols This type of tool creation is done by using
a hammerstone. To create the desired
In central New Jersey, some of the most shape, a tool maker first repeatedly strikes
common stone types used for tool a rock (pecking). Grinding involves
making were argillite, chert, quartz, and rubbing the tool against another stone to
jasper, due to geological deposits of the smooth an edge or surface.

region. When archaeologists find tools
made from other stones not local to
New Jersey, they can infer that people
from different regions traded with each

other. Hamm.erstone
found in
Trent House
excavations.
Raw, or
unworked
pieces of
chert (L),
f and jasper
(R).

Argillite projectile point
found in Trent House

The map on the facing page shows excavations.

geological regions of New Jersey. The Trent
House is marked with a star.




Chipping and Flaking

This method uses a hammerstone to knock
pieces off a stone to create a tool. Large
chunks of stone are taken off until the stone
is small enough to be worked more
intricately.

Argillite axe found in Trent House excavations.

Pressure Flaking

The last stage of the tool making process
consists of using antler or bone points to
create fine details on projectile points.

They trimmed the
edge by prying off
tiny flakes with a
poanted shick,

Source: Encyclopedia Britannica 2014, https://www.britannica.

Projectile points found in Trent House excavations.



